Comments on §11-1203-Riding on bicycles
Comments by Eli Damon
What about trailers that were not specifically designed to carry a particular number of passengers but are nonetheless suitable for carrying passengers?

Comments by the League of American Bicyclists

It is important that people do not overload their bicycles or bicycle trailers so that those vehicles act as designed. Safety is of the utmost importance for all road users and especially when children are involved. The proposed revisions do a good job of addressing the need to limit the number of riders to the number of people for which these vehicles are designed or equipped.

It is less clear that the popularity of one conveyance, trailers or semitrailers towed by bicycles, should limit the ways in which adults are allowed to carry their children. We believe that the intent of this section can be accomplished without specifying particularly means of conveyances.

Proposed Alternative Language (changes are highlighted):

(a) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is designed or equipped., except that an adult rider may carry a child securely attached to adult rider in a back pack or sling an adult rider may carry a child securely attached to the bicycle in a seat designed for carrying children.
(b) No bicycle trailer shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is designed or equipped.
Comments by Virginia DOT
The Code of Virginia contains a provision which allows the carrying of persons within a bicycle trailer, however the Code of Virginia includes language restricting the use of such trailers to small children. The justification presented in the UVC changes implies that the intent of the trailers is to carry a “child passenger”, but the UVC does not define a child passenger. The Code of Virginia defines a child passenger is a child less than six years old. We suggest modifying the UVC to include an appropriate age limit for the use of bicycle seats and trailers similar to the language found in § 46.2-906 of the Code of Virginia: “No bicycle or moped shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number of persons for which it was designed or is equipped, except that an adult bicycle rider may carry a child less than six years old if such child is securely attached to the bicycle in a seat or trailer designed for carrying children.” For one common style of trailer the appropriate age may be beyond 6 (in fact, probably should not be used for a child under age 5) and might be used for up to about age 9 depending upon the child’s size. Otherwise, we agree that such trailers should not carry more children at one time than the trailer was designed to carry. 

In subsection (a), the last sentence should be edited to read: “…an adult rider may carry a child, when the child is placed and secured in an approved seat designed for carrying children and the seat is securely attached to the bicycle.” 

In addition, the proposed revisions to the UVC would remove language that would allow an adult bicycle rider’s usage of child back-packs and child slings. The justification/commentary for the revision does not discuss why child pack-type carriers should no longer be used. Are pack-type child carriers actually less safe (i.e. verified by scientific data) so as to warrant the strike-out?

Comments by David Woosley

Recommend the following: No bicycle or attached equipment shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which they are designed.
